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5 His comes from your ſincere friend, and 


one that has your beſt intereſt deeply 
at heart: it comes on a deſign altoge- 
er important, and of no lets conſequence than 


your everlaſting happineſs ; ſo that it may juſtly 
challenge your careful regard. It is not to up- 
4 raid or reproach, much leis to triumph and in- 


{tult over your miſconduct: no; it is pure bene- 
olence, it is difintereſted good- will prompts me 
to Write; ſo that L hope TI ſhall not raiſe your re- 
ſentment : however, be the iſſue what it will, I 
cannot bear to ſee you walk in the paths that lead 
to death, withoat warning you of your danger; 
without founding in your cars the awful admoni- 
bog: Nad and hve: — for e will you 
© die?“ I beg of you to con Wider whether you 
do not, in owe mcalure, reſemble thole accurſed 
children of Eli; whom, nd tliey were fa- 
mous in heir: gener ration, and men of renown, 
yet vengeance ſuffered not to live. For my part, 
I may ſafely uſe the expoſtulation of the old 

prieſt: — Why do vou ſuch things? for 
* hear of your evil dealings by all this people : 
nay, my brother, for it is po good 1 [ 
bear; you make the Lord's People tranſ 
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* greſs.“ I have long obſerved and pitied you; 


and a molt melancholy ſpectacle I lately beheld, 
made me reſolve to caution you, left you allo 


come into the jame condemnation. 

I was not long ſince called to viſit a poor g2n- 
tleman, ere while of the moſt robuſt body, and 
gayeſt temper 1 cver knew: but when I viſited 
him, oh! how was the glory departed from him! 
J found him no more that ſprightly and vivacious 
fon of joy which he uſed to be; but languiſhing, 


pining away, and withering, under the chaſtiſing 


hand of God! his limbs feeble and trembling; 
his countenance forlorn and ghaſtly; and the lit- 
tle breath he had left ſobbed out in ſorrowful 
ſighs ! his body haſtening apace to the duſt, 

lodge in the ſilent grave, the land of darkneſs 
and deſolation: his ſoul juſt going to God who 
gave it; preparing itſelf to wing away to its long 


home, to enter upon an unchangeable and cter- 


nal ſtate, When I was come up into his chamber, 
and had ſeated myſelf on his bed, he firft caſt a 
molt wiſhful look upon me, and _ began, as 
well as he was able, to ſpeak. Oh! that I 
* had been wiſe; that I had known this 
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that I had conſidered my latter end! Ah! 


p 
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„ Mr H——y, death is knocking at my "A : 


* In a few hours more I ſhall draw my laſt 
* gaſp; and then judgment, the. tremendous 
judgment! How ſhall I appear, unprepared as 
J am, before the all-knowing and omnipotent 
*-Gog? 
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* God ? how ſhall I endure the day of his co- 

% ming?“ — When I mentioned, among many 
other things, that ric holineſs, which he had 
formerly ſo lightly eſteemed ; he replied (with a 
baſty eagerneſs), * Oh ! that Þþzlineſs is the only 
* thing I now long for: I have not words to 
tell you how highly I value it: I would glad- 
ly part with all my Eſtate, large as it is, or a 
World, to Lens; it: Now my benighted eyes 
* are enligh e 1 clearly diſcern the things 
that are excellent: what is there in the place 
“ whither 12 am going but God? or what is 
there to be deſired on earth but feligion?“ — 
But if this God ſhonld reſtore you to health, 
aid I, think you that you would alter your for- 
mer courſe ? I call Heaven and earth to wit 
* neſs,” ſaid he, I would labour for holineſs, 
* as I Mull ſoon labour for life: As for riches 
and pleaſures, and the applauſe of men, I 
account them as droſs and dung; no more to 
my happineſs than the feathers that lie on the 
oor, Oh! it the righteous judge would try 
me once more; if he would but reprieve, and 
5 ſpare me a little longer; — in what a ſpirit 
% would I ſpend the remainder of my days? LI 
*« would know no other buſineſs, aim at no o- 
ther end, than perfecting myſelf in. holineſs : 
whatever contributed to that, every means of 
grace, every opportunity of ſpiritual improve- 
ment, ſhould be dearer to me than thouſands of 
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gold and filver : — But alas! why do I amuſe 
myſelf with fond imaginations ? the beſt reſo- 
lutions are now inſignificant, becauſe they are 
too late: the day, in which I ſhould have 
worked, is over and gone; and I ſee a ad, 
horrible night approaching, bringing with it 
the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. Heretofore, 
(Wo is me !) when God called, I refufed ; when 
he invited, I was one of them that made ex- 
cuſe; now, therefore, I receive the reward of 
my deeds ; fearfulneſs and trembling are come 
upon me; I ſmart; I am in fore anguiſh al- 
ready ; and yet this is but the beginnins of 
ſorrows ! it doth not vet appear what I ſhall 
be; — but ſure 1 ſhall be ruined, undone, 
and deſtroyed with an everlaſting deſtruction!“ 
This ſad Scene I faw with my eyes; theſe 
words, and many more cqually affecting, I heard 
with my ears; and ſoon after attended the un- 
happy gentleman to his tomb. The poor breath- 
leſs ſkeleton ſpoke in ſuch an accent, and with 
ſo much carneſtneſs, that I could not eaſily for- 
get him, or his words: and as I was muſing 
upon this ſorrowful ſubject, I remembered Mr 
N— ſh; —T remembered you, Sir; — for I 
diſcerned too near an agreement and correſpon- 
dence between yourſelf and the deceaſed. They 
are alike, ſaid I, in their ways, and what ſhall 
hinder them from being alike in their end ? the 
courſe of their actions was equally full of ſin and 


folly; 


(oF 
folly; and why ſhould not the period of them be 
equally full of horrour and diſtreſs? J am grie- 
vouily afraid for the ſurvivor, leſt, as he lives the 
life, fo he ſhould die the death of this wretched 
man, and his latter end ſhonid be like his. 

For this caule, therefore, I take my pen, to 
adviſe — to admoniſh — nay — to req ueſt of you 
to repent, While you have opportunity; if hap- 
pily you may find grace and forgiveneſs : yet a 
moment, and you may die; yet a little while, 
and you met die: And will you go down with 
infamy and deſpair to the prave, rather than de- 
part in peace, and with hopes fall of immor- 
tality ? 

Zut IJ muſt tell you plainly, Sir, with the ut- 
moſt freedom, that your preſent behaviour is not 
the way to reconcile yourſeit to God: you are ſo 
lar from making atonement to oftended juſtice, ' 
that you are aggravating the former account, and 
heaping up an increaſe of wrath againſt the day 
of wrath : for what ſay the ſcriptures ? | thoſe 
books, which, at the conſummation of all things, 
the Ancient of days ſhall open, — and judge you 
by every jot and tittle therein; what ſay theſe 
ſacred volumes? why, they teſtify and declare to 
every ſoul of man, That heuer liveih in plea- 
ſure, is dead while he liveth: ſo that, ſo long as 
you roll on in a continued circle of ſenſual de- 
lights, and vain entertainments, you are dead to 
all the purpoſes of picty and virtue: you are as 
| odious 
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odious to God as a corrupt carcaſe that lies pu- 
trefying in the church- yard: you are as far from 
doing your duty, or working out your ſalvation, 
or reſtoring yourſelf to the divine favour, as a 
heap of dry bones nailed up, in a coffin is from 
vigour and activity. — Think, Sir, I conjure 
you, think upon this, if you have any inclination 
to eſcape the fire that never will be quenched : 
would you be reſcued from the fury and fierce 
anger of almighty God? would you be deliver- 
ed from weeping and wailing, and inceſſant gnaſh- 
ing of teeth ? ſure you would ! — then I exhort 
you as a friend; I beſeech you as a brother; [ 
charge you as a meſſenger from the great God, 
in his own moſt ſolemn words: Caſt away 
* from you your tranſgreſſions; make you a new 
heart, and a new ſpirit; fo iniquity ſhall not 
be your ruin.“ 

Perhaps you may be diſpoſed to contemn this, 
and its ſerious purport ; or to recommend it to 
your companions as a fit ſubject for raillery : — 
But let me tell you beforehand, that for this, 
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as well as for other things, God will bring you 
into judgment : he ſees me now write ; he will 


obſerve you while you read ; he notes down my 
words in his book; he will note down your 


--» conſequent procedure: fo that not upon me, 
but upon your own ſelf, 


will the neglecting 
or deſpiſing my ſayings turn, © If thou be wiſe, 
„thou ſhalt be wile for thyſelf; if thou ſcorn- 
eſt, thou alone ſhalt bear it.“ 

Be 
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Be not concerned, Sir, to know my name; 
it is enough that you will know this hereafter : 
Tarry but a little, till the Lord, even the molt 
mighty God, ſhail call the heaven from above, 
and the earth, that he may judge his people ; -— 
and then you will ſee me face to face: There 
ſhall I be ready, at the dreadful tribunal, to joy 
and rejoice with you, it you regard my admoni- 
tions, and live; or to be — what God prevent, 
— by inclining your heart to receive this friendly 
admonition. 


Some Account of the Drarn of Al- 
T AMON T. 


Ltamont was a perfon of high birth, and 

high ſpirits ; of great farts, and Hang 

paſſions ; every way accompliſhed 5 not leaſt in 

iniquity. His unkind treatment Was the death of 

2 moſt amiable wife; and his great extravagamce, 
in effect, diſinherited his only child. 

The fad evening before the death of this no- 
ble youth, I was with him: No one Was there. 
but his phyſician, and, an intimate, whom he 
loved, and whom he had ruined, At my 
coming in, he ſaid; “ You and the phyſi- 
© (ian are come too late: — I have neither lite 
* nor hope: you both aim at miracles: you 
„ would raiſe the dead.” 

Heaven, I ſaid, was merciſol. 

9 iO 
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% Or I could not have been thus guilty: 
*© what has it not done to bleſs and to ſave me ? 
6% —1 have been too ſtrong for Omnipotence | 
I have plucked down ruin.“ 
] ſaid, the bleſſed Redeemer 
Hold! hold!“ ſaid he, © you wound me 
that is the rock on which 1 ſplit — I denied 
his name.” 
Refuſing to hear any thing from me, or to 
take any thing from the phyſician, he lay ſilent, as 
far as ſudden darts of pain would permit, till the 
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clock ſtruck : then with vehemence he cried out: 


* Oh Time! Time! it is fit thou. ſhouldſt 
thus ſtrike thy murderer to the heart : — 
how art thou fled for ever! — A month! Oh 
for a ſingle week! I atk not for years; though an 
age were too little for the much I have to do.“ 
On my faying, we could not do too much : 
that heaven was a bleſſed place : | 

* So much the worſe,” ſaid he: © it is loſt! it is 

* loſt : —heaven is to me the ſevereſt part of hell.” 
Soon after I propoſed prayer. 
Pray you that can,” ſaid he; © I never prayed; 
I cannot pray; —nor need I: is not heaven on 
my ſide already? it cloſes with my conſcience: 
its ſevereſt ſtrokes but ſecond my own.” 

s friend being much touched, even to tears, 
at this, (who could forbear ? I could not), with a 
molt affeCtionate look, he faid : 

* Keep thoſe tears for thyſelf : I have undone 
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“% everlaſting flame; that is not an unquenchable 
9 MS.” , | G6 

How were we ſtruck? yet ſoon after, {till 
more: With what eye of diſtraction; what a 
face of deſpair, he cried out ! 


« My principles have poiſoned my friend; 


my extravagancies have beggared my boy; my 


unkindneſs has murdered my wife !— And is 
there another hell ? — Oh ! thou blaſphemed ; 
yet, moſt indulgent Lord God! hell itſelf is a 
refuge, if it hides me from thy frown.” 

Soon after his underſtanding failed : his terri- 


fied imagination uttered horrours not to be re- 
peated, or ever forgot: and ere the ſun, (which 
I hope has ſeen few like him) aroſe, the gay, 
young, noble, ingenious, accoinpliſhed, and moſt 
wretched Altamont expired. 


